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Gandhian Notion of Self-Other Relations in
Contemporary Political Thinking

Manas Kandi*

ABSTRACT

The contemporary political thinking on the self-other relation is very much influenced by
the ideas of M. K. Gandhi. Gandhi analysed and gave a radical version of self-other relations.
The ambiguities on self-other relations were distanced by Gandhi’s formulation of Individual self,
spiritual self and social self. The contemporary political thinking which rejected Gandhian view
of self-other relation was challenged in this research paper. To understand Gandhian notion
of self-other relations we have to understand the philosophical and spiritual foundations. It is
claimed that the self for Gandhi is a spiritual self but a careful reading of his works suggests
that it is a political self.

Keywords: Self, Other, Society, Atman, Dehin, Freedom.

INTRODUCTION

This paper deals with the different socio-political approaches of self and society, self-identity,
and conceptualisation of self-values. It provides a general sketch of the notion of self in relation to
pre-modernity, modernity, and postmodernity. This chapter begins with the general understanding of
the idea of self. Gradually it tries to verify the notion of self in Gandhian thought. The author has tried
to synthesise many masterpieces written by Gandhi and other Gandhian scholars. It not only focuses
on the Indian political philosophy but Western political philosophy also been analysed very carefully.

THE SELF

Throughout the transition from ancient to modern to post-modern, from industrial to post-industrial
culture, self plays a great role in society. In a broad sense, self reflects the society. Marxism argues
that self has come to serve the role that religion played before (Erickson, 1995: 111-112). The self
or individual is a part of modernity and a recent creation. In the words of Friedrich Nietzsche, “first,
peoples were creators, and only in later times, individuals. Verily, the individual himself is still the most
recent creation” (McCormick, 1979: 689. Hunt, 2005: 26. Ogrodnick, 1999: 5). ‘Self’ distinguished
our time from that of Middle Ages. Oakeshott (1961) argues that the concept of human individuality
emerged as a result of a collapse of a highly integrated society. In this regard George Herbert Mead’s
(1863-931) book ‘Mind, Self, and Society’ signify the relationship between individual and society.
Here Mead gave importance to ‘symbolic interactionism’® through which ‘self’ developed in social
interaction with others. ‘Self’ is a social structure and developed by social experience. Mead also
argued that it is impossible to imagine ‘self’ outside of the social experience. The actions of individual
remain the part of the social process. The individual is an object to himself and self is divided in
different identities (Mead, 2009).

*Research Scholar, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar, Gujarat, E-mail: kandimanas215@gmail.com
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According to Mead language, communication, and symbols constitute the self. In this field, the
writings of Anthony Giddens, Herbert Blumer and Erving Goffman can be discussed. Self is a private
domain constitutes of emotions, values, desires. For sociologists, self is the central mechanism through
which individual and social world intersect. Mead’s elaboration of self was very clear, he emphasised
the social self and explained that individual can realise the selfhood through engagement with
other selves. According to Mead, “since our own selves exist and enter as such into our experience
only in so far as the selves of others exist and enter as such into our experience also” (Quoted in
Gergen, 2011: 645). John Frow has described the notion of self on the account of various Political
philosophers. As he said:

Plato’s assertion of an ethics of the self that is grounded in the reason rather than in a warrior
ethos or an ethos of manic inspiration; Augustine’s understanding of the soul as the remembrance of
God, and of the will as perverse desire which drives us to act against our reason and our interests;
the Cartesian turn from belief in cosmic order towards a mechanistic conception of the universe,
knowledge of which is secured by an act of representation constructed through clear and distinct
perceptions; the domination, in Descartes’s account, of a disenchanted world of material extension....
Locke’s formulation of a self which is punctual, disengaged, and radically reflexive, and of a rationality
which is procedural and utilitarian;....Rousseau’s elaboration of a self which is deeply inward and
radically autonomous; Romantic ‘expressive individuation’ and the many mutations of the romantic
self in the modern world (Frow, 2014: 95).

In this regard, Norbert Elias and G.H. Mead have immensely contributed to the study of identity.
Not only had he used the concepts of self and individual but also ego, personhood, character,
personality and role also occupied a central position to his idea (Wetherell, 2010: 5). Charles Taylor
is also an eminent figure in the study of authenticity-diversity-holistic identity. Taylor’s narration is
very unique; he defined the modern self within the context of secularism. Modernity together with
secularism influenced the self-identity (Varghese, 2013: 125). Taylor considers human self as ‘selves’
but not in isolation. Taylor as a communitarian critic negated the liberal understanding of the self,
which is separated from society. Other communitarian critics like Alasdair Macintyre, Michael Walzer
and Michal Sandel also gave emphasis to the society and culture in making of the modern self (Ibid,
128). Self is a human agent and evaluates own desire. Evaluation is self’s basic nature according
to Taylor. Though Taylor treats ‘person’ and ‘human agent’ equivalent to ‘self’ still the word person
was separately treated by Taylor (Ibid, 129-31).

SELF AND SOCIETY

Mead argued that symbols and languages are important for the construction of self. Through
which individual creates objects in mind and which enables the individual to understand the feelings,
attitudes and thoughts of other selves by introspection. Mead termed this dialogue between the self
and others as ‘the conversation of gestures’. Mead argued that ‘self-criticism is essentially social
criticism, and behaviour controlled by self-criticism is essentially behaviour controlled socially. Like
Mead, Herbert Blumer also analyses the self in social sciences. According to Blumer the life of the
self is an ongoing process of self-indication, this means everything perceived in social life refers back
to the self and is given meaning by self-interpretation (Elliott, 2014: 35). Symbolic interactionism
has been criticised by Freud and for him ‘self’ is structured by unconscious promptings - desires,
wishes, fantasies. For symbolic interactionists, self is primarily cognitive and for Freudian point of
view, Mead’s conception of the relationship between self and society is smooth. Freud claims that
symbolic interactionism unable to assess political issues concerning the self and self-identity (Ibid, 30).
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The writings of the French historian Michel Foucault basically deal with the individual self in
relation to the social network. He criticised the symbolic interactionists of being silent about the
social and political relations of power and domination enter into the construction of the self (Ibid, 31).
Erving Goffman also contributed much to the theoretical formulation of the self. Goffman develops
a sociological overview of the socially constructed self. He was mostly influenced by the works of
Herbert Blumer. His most celebrated book is ‘The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life’, which was
published in 1956. Goffman writes:

[The self] does not derive from its possessor, but from the whole scene of his action, being
generated by that attribute of local events which renders them interpretable by witnesses. A correctly
staged and performed scene leads the audience to impute a self to the performed character, but this
imputation - this self - is a product of a scene that comes off, and is not a cause of it. The self, then,
as a performed character, is not an organic thing that has a specific location, whose fundamental
fate is to be born, to mature, and to die; it is a dramatic effect arising diffusely from a scene that is
presented, and the characteristic issue, the crucial concern, is whether it will be credited or discredited
(Quoted in Appelrouth & Edles, 2008: 505).

Goffman argues that the dominant perspective of contemporary social science is the ‘presentation
of self. Itis the central idea of which people negotiate, adjust, and accommodate to social circumstances.

Gandhi always intended to synthesise the individual freedom and social obligation. He confined
the relationship between them as interdependent. Gandhi does not leave individualism unrestricted
and uncontrolled. The individual is the requirement of society, but in relation to the importance, the
individual is prior. By this society is not neglected rather it became fully fledged. Any kind of change,
liberation process and modification should be begun with the individual (Sharma, 2012: 270-71).
There is no universal idea of freedom somehow it is related to the individual. Individual freedom and
responsibility go together (Sinha, 2015).

SELF AND SELF-OTHER RELATIONS

Self is an integral part of the other. Both are complementary to each other (Allen, 2008:62).
For Gandhi, the “true sense of Atman can be realised through the relatedness with others in the
community.” The community is constituted of self-disciplined persons guided by truth and non-
violence (Fields, 2006: 232). It is dynamic and relational and for the existence of the spiritual self,
other’s existence is inevitable (Allen, 2008:62). Gandhi made a distinction between mind and self:

Chit and Chitta are two different words, but the latter is derived from the former. Chit means
consciousness, or it can be interpreted to mean that which can have consciousness, namely the
atman. To say that the chitta of one who has overcome attachment is always serene and contented
means that his atman is so. Ctitta may also mean the mind. The word should be interpreted according
to the context in the sentence or the verse in which it occurs (Gandhi quoted in Puri, 2015: 50).

Ego is associated with the body and mind only, the self is pure. ‘Self’ controls the mind and
body. Self helps the mind and body to attain self-knowledge. And that ultimately leads to the freedom
from material world. Puri also argued that for Gandhi “individual’s moral life is a struggle between
self as a personhood and powerful tendencies of ego, which obstructed the benign nature of the
self.” Self-mastery is he only means to restrain the ego (ibid, 51). The moral autonomy of Gandhi
is different from the moral autonomy in western philosophy in two ways; realisation of self through
truth and primacy of virtue (ibid, 52). As Gandhi said:

Knowledge is limitless and so also the application of truth. Every day we add to our knowledge
of the power of atman, and we keep on doing so. New experience will teach us new duties, but
truth shall ever be the same. Who has ever known it in its entirety?... As with the self, so with the
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Universe.” It is not possible to scan the universe, as it is to scan the self. Know the self and you
know the universe (Gandhi, 1999: 447).

Gandhi’s spiritual and ethical self has no relevance without the other. Other is an integral part
of the self. The self and self-other relations are complementary. Gandhi always emphasised the
“inner voice” and advices the individuals to listen the inner voice (Allen, 2008: 62). Again Allen argued
that among the contributions of Gandhi to philosophy ‘truth’ has occupied the central position and
Gandhi uses truth interchangeably with ‘self’. Non-violence, for which Gandhi is known for, cannot
be understood without the analysis of the truth or self (Allen, 2011: 107).

Gandhi’s inner voice is the voice of conscience. As Johnson (2006: 139) quoted Gandhi’s
statement that “there is no difference between the voice of God, conscience, truth, and the inner
voice.” Gandhi advised the individual to listen to his inner voice and not to imitate others even not
to follow Gandhi as well (ibid, 157). Gandhi focuses inner self ultimately he focuses on individual
self and consciousness (Allen, 2006: 324). Allen said that whenever Gandhi faces political and
ethical crises, he seeks the guidance of his inner voice. The approach of pluralism and diversity was
incorporated in Gandhi’s views of the individual. Many criticised Gandhi regarding inner voice and
individual consciousness for being vague and compatible with the Kantian framework. In support
of Gandhi’s pluralism, Allen said that Gandhi’s focus was on the ethical universalism instead of the
individual selves.

The inner voices are the statement of truth and voice of political truth. Here contradiction arises
because on one hand Gandhi stances the individual’s inner voice against the society and detached
him from the socio-political field. On the other hand, Gandhi believed that political life is an echo
of private life and there should be no difference between them (ibid, 325). Gandhi believed in the
oneness of the self and other, he had faith in the Upanishadic and Vedantic Atman. Gandhi’s self
unifies the universe. Here it is inevitable to discuss Gandhi’s views on education. Because education
is mean to realise the self. His conception of education is for the development of both mind body and
soul. He established an organic relationship between these three. Further, it increases the quality
of being oneself (Gandhi, 2006: 111).

Gandhi’s self is not only spiritual but also aware of all kind of social and political injustices. Here
Gandhi’s self is combined with Marx’s self to build a more humane and just world. In this regard,
B.S. Chimni has discussed two forms of human emancipation which are contradictory to each
other; through material structures and through ethical and spiritual self. Radical materialism stands
against the global capitalism. The philosophy of radical materialism has tried to expand the human
freedom through militant materialism but neglects the spiritual and ethical self. Gandhi’s spiritual and
ethical self intended to get justice through pure non-violence means. For Gandhi, the ethical and
spiritual self is important rather self-government and self-knowledge. He wants the later but not in
the cost of the prior. According to Gandhi self’'s main objective is to attain the truth; self should be
employed for the social transformation. The truth is the means to achieve the self-knowledge and
self-understanding (Chimni, 2012:1159-1162).

SELF-GOVERNMENT: GANDHI AND TODAYS GOVERNANCE

Self-government is self-determination. Gandhi provides a scheme of the articulation of self-
determination. Gandhi finds self-determination mostly in political and economic fields. He has not
demarcated the economic and political fields. Hegel was one of the most prominent political philosophers
in the modern time. He has contributed a lot to the field of self-determination. According to Hegel
modern self-determination requires structural harmony between the economic and political fields
(Church, 2012: 1021). Here Gita influenced Gandhi in this regard. According to him the governance
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of the self is prior to the governance of the state. The ruling over the mind and passions are the true
sense of self-realisation (Varghese, 2013: 242). The notion of good governance came to protect the
human rights and to strengthening rule of law.

Anthony Copley argued that “Gandhi really seems to see no distinction between the inner
pursuit of self-rule and the outer for self-government, will lead toward the realisation of the higher
self or the atman”(Copley, 2002: 27). In terms of self-government for outer world, Gandhi preferred
decentralisation of political power. Then the efforts of some Gandhian have come true and panchayat
raj was established in India. Balwantrai Mehta committee proposed self-government in the 1950s.
That was Gandhi’s vision of grassroots democracy. In the form of the oceanic circle, the governance
will be inducted from village to nation and then to the global village (Ibib, 41). The base of the
Gandhi’s vision of Ramarajya was self-government and the base of self-government is an internal
strength. The Ramarajya will be driven by the principle of “each according to his capacity and each
according to his need. The welfare of all is the primary goal of this state (Maharajan, 2010: 8). The
Gandhian philosophy of self-government is based on this internal strength. Gandhi favoured the
radical conception of Panchayat raj (Viswanadham, 2016: 9-10).

The concept of government is very modern but Gandhi’s self-government is a conventional
form of self-government. The self-government is from below; bottom-up approach. This Gandhian
vision invited some criticism from Ambedkar. For Ambedkar, the minority is ill-treated in this system.
Ambedkar saw the democracy from social perspective whereas Gandhi saw the democracy from a
moral perspective (Ibid, 11). The ashrams were the laboratory to cultivate these moral experiments.
For the discipline of the selves the moral experiment is inevitable (Alter, 2011: 85).

CONCLUSION

By analysing the notion of self in Gandhi, the paper has tried not to focus Gandhi as a religious
figure, saint and great soul. My analysis is to understand the philosophical ideas of Gandhi to explore
the notion of self, self-identity and authenticity. Gandhian self is an agent and is a porous self. Gita
was the source for Gandhi’s human self. The dimensions of the Gandhian self were Dehin and Atman.
Dehin is embodied self which engaged with society and Atman is something higher the social sphere
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Role of Education in Environmental Protection and
Conservation : A Study in Indian Perspective

Dr. Manohar Lal*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to analyse the relevance and significance of education in
environmental awareness, preservation, and conservation. Humans and the environment are
intertwined, and through environmental education, man may play a significant part in protecting
and enhancing the environment for the benefit of a better future. Environment and education
are two sides of the same coin and work best together. Additionally, education raises awareness
of the need to preserve and maintain the environment for the good of all humankind. It might
also be employed as a realistic method to address many societal issues that people deal with
on a daily basis. Education can also play a significant part in preserving and safeguarding the
natural environment and raising public awareness of the importance of keeping the environment
clean. Therefore, educating people about the environment and the concerns it raises is crucial
because it enables them to develop the necessary skills and fosters a commitment to taking
both individual and group actions to maintain, improve, and balance the natural environment.

Keywords: Education, Environment, Environmental education, Conservation, Protection.

INTRODUCTION

There is a constant interaction between man and the environment . Environmental effect on
man determines housing design , food habits , type of dress and language . On the other hand man
operates on the environment . Protection or degradation of environment is in the hands of man
. As is the attitude of man so is the action towards environment . If attitude is positive and man
has purity of thought and compassion towards vegetative and animal life, he will try to protect and
preserve different components of nature. If the attitude is negative and man possesses negative
and thoughts , he has then hatred towards nature ( life ), and violent in his behaviour instead of
preserving environment , there is every likelihood that he may destroy it to his greed . Therefore,
positive moral state is very much essential to protect life and environment.

ENVIRONMENT

Environment is an interrelationship of certain components such as , nature and interaction of the
two . It results into a system in the context of local / regional setting, which is a part of environment.
Such systems like water , air , earth etc. are parts of a bigger system that is , environment . All the
natural phenomena can be counted in environment. Environment has great significance for every
living being. The term , “ Environment “ has its origin in French word “ Environir * which means to
surround “. In other words , environment refers to the group of all those conditions and influences
which have a bearing on life and because of which it becomes possible for all creatures on this earth

*Asstt. Professor, Swami Ganesha Nand Sanatan Dharam College of Education, Uchana Kalan (Jind).
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to grow and As per lustrated Oxford Dictionary: “Environment refers to the physical surroundings,
conditions, circumstances, etc. in which all person lives.”

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

It alludes to a subset of experimental education that puts an emphasis on educating children about
the natural environment and how they fit into it. It discusses how environmental systems affect human
society and how human systems affect the environment. Since it teaches students how to manage
and enhance the interaction between human civilization and the environment in an integrated and
sustainable manner, environmental education is both theoretical and practical. Environmental education
aims to foster environmentally conscious behaviour and enhance environmental quality. A complete
environmental education increase critical thinking, problem solving and effective decision making skills.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

Conservation refers to the management and use of the biosphere in a way that maximises
benefits for the current generation while preserving its potential for the next. Environmental
conservation is defined as the planning and management of resources to ensure their sensible use
and continuity of supply while maintaining and enhancing their quality, volume, and diversity by the
McMillan Dictionary of Environment. In fact the careful use of the environment using all planning,
foresight and preventive measures from destructive influences, natural waste of environment.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Humans have always engaged in some type of environmental protection. However, the necessity
for systematic environmental preservation has grown as anthropogenic stresses on the environment
have grown over the past century. As a result, there has been a lot of experimentation with the
national and international policies employed to attain environmental protection goals. Although some
of them have been effective, failure is the overwhelming trend.

OBJECTIVES OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

The objectives of Environmental Education , as established by the first Inter government
Conference hold at Thilisi , USSR in 1977 under the agies of UNESCO , are as under :

1. Awareness - to help social groups and individuals acquire an awareners and sensitivity to
the total environment and its allied problems ;

2. Knowledge - to aid social groups and individuals in gaining a range of experiences and
gaining a fundamental comprehension of the environment and the issues it is related with;

3. Attitude - to encourage social groups and individuals to develop a set of values, feelings
of environmental concern, and the drive to actively engage in environmental conservation
and improvement;

4. Development of abilities to assist people and social groupings in recognising and resolving
environmental issues;

5. Participation -to provide social groups and individuals with an opportunity to the actively
involved at all levels in working towards resolution of environmental problems .

6. Indentification -to help social groups and individuals acquire skills for identifying environmental
factors that affect individual behaviour.

7. Analysis - to enable the social groups and individuals to analyze the outcome of human
environmental interactions .
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8. Diagnosis - to help the students to diagnose the causes of social tensions and to suggest
ways for avoiding them.

Environmental Education Showing Awareness Action & Attitude

Knowledg

tanie Acaplit to

Environmental
Education

Concern

00% aditahls Afaptit 1o

This slige s 100% &

This slige

Research - 4#

Citizenry

Thi ditabie, Adapt it to

Source: Environmental education showing awareness action and attitude

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The present study has the following objectives:

1. The main objective is to encourage students to be passionate about nature, its development
and to understand their place in the natural world.

2. To create awareness among the students about the environmental issues and conservation
technique.

3. To create an atmosphere so that people can participate in decision making and developmental
processes.

4. To encourage students to gain knowledge, form attitudes, values, skills, and capacities, as
well as take part in resolving actual environmental issues.

The goals can be further broken down into three categories: cognitive, emotional, and psychomotor.

a. The objectives in cognitive domain are to acquire knowledge, understanding and awareness
about environment and its problems.

b. The objectives in affective domain relate to creation of interest, formation of attitudes,
fostering values, development of appreciation and making behavioral adjustments.

c. The objectives in psychomotor domain are achieved through participation in various activities
related to the environmental education, e.g. excursions,

d. Participation in a forestation programs, prevention of soil erosion and conservation of
natural resources.

SIGNIFICANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Environmental education is emerging as a new discipline today. Its nature is considered to
be multi-disciplinary education, which includes the dimensions, contexts, approaches of different
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subjects and processes have further increased the importance of environmental education, as all
these subjects provide a proper background and basis for:

1.

2,

No o

Environment has a direct impact on all activities of cultural, social, psychological, political,
economic etc. of human life.

It is also affecting the nature of human life, development, behavior and maturity of living
beings etc.

Environmental education makes human aware of various environmental conditions so that
environmental insight can be developed.

Environment is such an important process by which we become committed to improve our
environment.

Environmental education prepares the individual and a community to lead a happy life.
Environmental education helps a person to understand the problems related to the environment.
Environmental education develops growth in the individual. to protect the environment and
remove the pollution prevalent in it.

Environmental education generates necessary skills in individuals to solve environmental
problems.

METHODS OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Following are the important methods of environmental teaching

1.

Problem Solving Methods
(i)  Inquiry Method,

(ii) Research Method,

(iii) Experimental Method,
(iv) Survey Methods.
Stimulation Methods -

(i) Role Playing,

(i) Games.

Outdoor Teaching Methods -
(i) Field Trip.

(ii) Case Study,

(iii) Project Method,

(iv) Value Clarification Method.

ROLE OF THE TEACHER IN ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

—

SoowoNoaRONS

Helps in choosing when teaching his particular subject
By organizing co-curricular activities.

By organizing environmental educational tour plans

By organizing seminars etc. on environment in

By holding environmental relations exhibitions
Celebrating Van Mahotsav

Arrangement of environmental drama etc.

By establishing ideals of life values.

By doing Environmental information to the parents through the parent teacher association
By writing environmental articles in the school magazine
By organizing speech competitions on environment.



12
13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
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By emphasizing on cleanliness in the school.

Tour languages can be organized at the following places by organizing four parts

(i) Languages of such places which are surrounded by forests, where children will feel
pure, cool and fresh.

(ii) Slum settlements where students can see the ill-effects of pollution.

(iii) of factories where they pollute the environment.

(iv)Nearby to study flora and fauna

Showing sets of films and videos

By establishing contact with environmental organizations.

The Institute of Technology (Central Institute of Educational Technology) (06) received the

slides, video tapes and posters etc. made by the Central Institute of Education and State

Institute of Educational Technology. by showing tax at places

By surveying the nearby places.

The teacher can make a significant contribution to the creation of a healthy environment

by participating himself in the cleanliness campaign of the community and the students

participating in this work. education process in india. It consists only of conducting the

curriculum, teaching methods and lessons.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The Thilise conference also stated the guiding principles of environmental education which

are as

the following : Environmental Education should :

for actively participating in environmental inrichment and protection ;

1.

2,

3.

9.
10.

Consider the environment in its totality - natural and built (economic , political , technological,
cultural , historical , moral and aesthetic

be a continuous lifelong process , beginning at the pre - school level and continuing through
all formal and non - formal stages

be interdisciplinary in its - approach , drawing on specific context of each discipline in
making possible a holistic and balanced perspective.

examine major environmental issues from local regional, national and international points
of view;

focus on current and potential environmental situations in historical background;

promote the value and necessity of local, national and international co-operation in the
preventive and solution of environmental problems;

explicitly consider environmental aspects in planes for development and growth;

enable learners to have a role in planning their learning experiences and provide an opportunity
for making decisions and accepting their consequence.

relate environmental sensitivity, knowledge, problem solving skills, values to every age;
emphasize the complexity of environmental problems and the need to develop critical
thinking and problem solving skills ;

In the formal school system, environmental education concepts may be carefully integrated
with different subject areas in a creative and functional manner.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES FOR HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

It is widely accepted that education plays a vital role to develop a balanced and healthy
environment. Schools and other educational institutions are the suitable places where environmental
education can be taught in an effective way. Various programs and activities can be organized in
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schools and colleges to make the students aware of the environment. Following are some of the
activities that can be helpful in improving the environment.

1.

10.

1.

Extension Lectures : Social workers and environmentalists should be invited to schools
to deliver lectures on the environment and its problems. They should teach the students
how environment influences to participate actively in debates and discussions related to
environmental

Keep the Campus Green: The campus of the school should be covered with plants and
trees so that the students can understand the importance of a healthy environment. Student
should be asked to take care the trees with the supervision of the gardener.

Declamation Contents: Declamation contests should be organized in the school. The students
should be encouraged to participate in the contents on environmental degradation.
Organizing Picnics : Picnic is one of the most important co curricular activities, where they
can take the fresh air, and see the beautiful green and healthy environment.

Visit to Industrial Areas : Students should be taken to the industrial areas where they can
see the smoke and pollution that cause degradation of the environment . Teacher should
make them realize how industrial pollution affects the environment badly.

Awareness Program in the Locality : Both the teacher and the students should go to the
local area and make the people aware of the environment. They should tell them not to
cut trees and keep the environment clean and green . They should encourage the people
to plant trees as much as possible.

Environmental Education in Curriculum : Environment play key role for the existence of the
human beings. So, environmental education should be a separate subject at all levels, from
primary education higher education . The topics like meaning of environment , nature , and
importance of environment, factor affecting environment , effect environmental degradation,
methods of improving environment , etc. should be included.

Environmental Projects : Students should be encouraged by teachers to undertake different
projects related to environmental pollution , deforestation , soil erosion , etc. While making
the project, proper guidance should be given by the teachers , so that, the project can be
more relevant and meaningful .

Action Research: The teacher should take problems related environment and try to find out
the solution of the problems. During the research he should visit different places concerning
his study.

Films : Films related to environment problems should be shown to the students , so that,
they may be able to know different problems like water pollution due to industrial wastage,
agricultural wastage ; air pollution deforestation ; causes and consequences of global
warming , etc.

NSS Program: The NSS program should be organized by the school to encourage the
students for team work. The students should be sent to different places to work for the
improvement of the environment. They can be involved in planting trees and keeping the
environment clean. Besides, they can also motivate the people to work for making a healthy
environment.

Apart from the above, the schools and colleges should organize various co - curricular
activities like seminars, model competition, writing articles, inter - college chart making competitions,
gardening, celebrating cracker free Diwali, Exhibitions, etc. to make the students aware of
their environment and encourage them to contribute for the protection of conservation of the
environment.
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CONCLUSION

Education and environment are interrelated for man’s quality living happy life. Environmental

degradation is very much related to man’s overuse of natural resources . Overexploitation of natural
resources to meet the needs results to degradation of environment and pollution of various types .
Hence man has to face new problems. In this background, there is need to educate him as how to
protect the environment; how to conserve it ; how to utilize resources and how to maintain ecological
balance and human relationship environmental education has emerged as an integrated discipline
which helps the learner starting from early education to tertiary level to understand nature and to
live a balanced life
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Role of Education in the Empowerment
of Women in India

Dr. Reena Uniyal Tiwari* and Abhilasha Negi**

ABSTRACT

When a woman is educated, her entire family benefits. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru famously
stated, “If you teach a man, you educate an individual. Investing in women is like investing in
India’s motherland. Because women make up over half of the population, empowering them
will boost the economy. When girls and young women are given the opportunity to further their
education, they are more likely to rise to the difficulties of society, reject the constraints of their
conventional roles, and make positive changes in their life. Despite progress in expanding
educational opportunities for women, there is still more work to be done in India to abolish
gender inequality and advance women’s education. There is a lot of untapped potential in women
that hasn’t been reached yet. Since education is both a prerequisite for and a prerequisite for
human progress, ensuring that all children have access to a quality education is essential for
fostering inclusive and enterprising societies. The literacy rate from the 2011 census shows that
women have reached 65.46 percent, while men have reached over 80 percent. The benefits
of education for women'’s rights, self-respect, and safety extend far beyond the ability to read
and write. In order to open the gate to prosperity and progress, education is the essential key.
In Eileen Malone Beach’s view, there is a holy triumvirate consisting of health, wealth, and
literacy. In this article, we explore the ways in which women’s education may help to empower
them, as well as the obstacles and shifts they may face along the way. To achieve these goals,
we argue that there has to be a renewed focus on providing an education that is both rigorous
and comprehensive.

Keywords: Education, empowerment, women.

INTRODUCTION

50% of people are women. The dominant male ideology denied them equal prospects worldwide,
harming them. Feminism’s popularity may be responsible for modern women’s lives improving.
Women’s equality efforts demand education. The Indian government and civic society prioritise
educating girls and women because of their potential to advance the nation.

Education is commonly considered a right and a need. Self-sufficiency can counteract inequity.
This benefits women, who encounter prejudice in many circumstances. Women'’s political rights are
central to many global women’s empowerment initiatives. The first global women’s empowerment
conference occurred in NAROIBI in 1985.

Education empowers women to challenge their positions, explore new pathways, and take
on the world.Education is the best way to elevate women. Most of our women are illiterate, socially
backward, physically weak, and exploited. Formal education levels the playing field and raises a

*Associate Professor, Department of Teacher Education, D.A.V (P.G) College, Dehradun.
**Himalayan Torch Bearers Academy, Dehradun.
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child’s social status, helping erase socioeconomic inequities. Economic empowerment and capacity
development give women access to education and training to improve their quality of life. India will
only grow if women are educated and empowered.

WOMEN EDUCATION STATUS

As of this writing, the constitutional mandate to make elementary and secondary school education
free and mandatory for all students up to the age of 14 has not been implemented. Educationists
acknowledge that the lacklustre performance is mostly attributable to the gender gap in educational
attainment. Table 1 shows that while female literacy in India is on the rise, the difference between
the literacy rates of men and women remains wide.

Table 1: Literacy Rate in India

Year Persons Male Female
1901 53 9.8 0.7
1911 5.9 10.6 11
1921 7.2 12.2 1.8
1931 9.5 15.6 29
1941 16.1 249 7.3
1951 16.7 24.9 73
1961 24.0 344 13.0
1971 29.5 39.5 18.7
1981 36.2 46.9 24.8
1991 521 63.9 39.2
2001 65.38 76.0 54.0
2011 74.04 82.14 65.46

The percentage of educated persons rose to 74.04% in 2011, with 82.14% of men and 65.46%
of women having finished higher education. According to the 2011 census, rural women have a
58.8% literacy rate, compared to men’s 82.14%. Kerala has the highest literacy rate at 90.02%,
while Bihar has the lowest at less than 50%.

India is the largest democracy and has the most women. How does Indian women’s education
effect progress? Girls’ education gaps affect their communities. Formal education helps mothers care
for their families’ health. Adi Shankaracharya, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, Swami
Vivekanand, Mahatma Gandhi, and Jawaharlal Nehru have all condemned the inhumane tyranny
and atrocities against women in the name of tradition. Margaret Cousins tirelessly promoted social
awareness and women’s legal and constitutional rights. Women’s rights champions include Annie
Besant, Mutthulakshmi Reddy, Kamla Devi Chattopadhaya, Durga Bai Deskmukh, and Sarojini Naidu.

BARRIERS OF WOMEN EDUCATION

Indian households, especially those in rural regions, often expect girls to care for younger
siblings, carry water, collect wood, clean, cook, etc. and discourage them from attending school.
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The bonded labour system is the second social ill, and it's a very depressing phenomena that
prevents girls from attending school in low-income households like those of washer men and farm
labourers.

Dowry and other practises marginalise and mistreat female children. Many low-income families
assume that investing in their girls’ education will require them to save a higher dowry when they
marry. Women'’s education is hindered by poor school enroliment. Half of Indian women don't try.
Year studies suggest that 10% of 6-11-year-old girls are not in school.

Female dropout rates are higher in low-income rural, tribal, and urban slums. Poor academic
performance caused trainees to struggle with coursework and neglect practicals.

India’s girls’ education lacks inspiration. Most classroom methods are dull and stale. Many
schools lack basic supplies like clean water, sanitary latrines, and competent teachers, with parents
understandably more concerned about their daughters’ safety if taught by a male educator.

According to UN figures, India has the greatest rate of child labour in the world, with over 50
million children working in carpet manufacturing, domestic work, beedi production, glass bangles,
construction, and more. Girls are preferred in most economic areas due to their productivity and
low social status. Many low-income households view children, especially girls, as economic assets
since they may assist support the family’s daily necessities and ease the loss of a parent.

NEED OF WOMEN EDUCATION IN WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

In the past several decades, the idea of empowering women has emerged. Women’s empowerment
was designated as the theme for the first year of the new millennium, 2001. By empowering women,
we can build stronger communities and stronger nations. A progressive country is one in which all
of its citizens, regardless of race, gender, religion, or sexual orientation, have economic, social,
cultural, political, and mental autonomy.

According to recent UNESCO research, education dramatically improves progress. To quote
what it says:

e Over a period of forty years, the average standard of living might rise by 23 percent if all

children had access to a quality education.

e Maternal mortality might be reduced by two-thirds, and the rate of child marriage could drop

by one-sixth if all girls and women had a primary education.

ACCORDING TO UNESCO’S LATEST RESEARCH

Education empowers women: Girls and young women who have had access to quality education
are more likely to be aware of and assertive about their rights.

Education promotes tolerance: Education fosters an appreciation for democracy, encourages the
tolerance and trust necessary for its functioning, and inspires citizens to take part in their governments.

Increasing educational parity is a key step in achieving economic development and a more just
societe: There would be a significant increase in economic growth if all youngsters were given the
same opportunities to get an education.Per capita income in a country where education is universal
would be 23% greater after 40 years.

The environmental issues can be solved in part via education: People with higher levels of
education are more inclined to save resources like water and electricity and to recycle their trash.

Educating women avoids early marriages: By increasing the number of educated women, we
can reduce the prevalence of child marriage.

Education saves mother’s lives: Many women still lose their lives in childbirth-related difficulties
in various nations. These fatalities can be avoided if more people have access to education.
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There are some diseases that can be prevented in children, but only via education: Some of
the deadliest childhood ailments can be avoided by the use of simple remedies, such as malaria
nets and clean water, but only if moms are educated to use them.

Education saves children’s lives: With the right knowledge. women may see the warning
symptoms of sickness, seek professional care, and take preventative measures sooner rather than
later. The rate of child death may be reduced by one sixth if all mothers in developing nations
obtained an elementary education.

Education fights hunger: Malnutrition has a catastrophic effect on children, but it may be
prevented with the right kind of education.

EDUCATION OF WOMEN ENHANCES THE WOMEN EMPOWERMENT IN
THE FOLLOWING WAYS

Families and communities benefit from educated women. It helps eliminate negative practises
like Sati-Pratha, child marriage, dowry systems, etc. She can support her family by working with her
spouse if she has an education. Reduces economic poverty. Educated women are more collaborative
than autonomous. She may choose a career she likes with an education.

e No matter how high or low, a woman'’s aspirations are, it is through education that she is
able to keep them in check and use that knowledge to guide her into a career that is a good
fit for her interests, abilities, and potential.

e By providing each facet of a person’s character the attention it deserves, education aids in
creating a well-rounded individual.

e Educating women is crucial because it equips them with the tools they need to resolve
conflicts and adjust to new circumstances on any level, including the ability to articulate
their emotions and articulate their needs clearly and effectively in written and spoken
forms.

e Aneducated woman is a beacon for her children, her family, her community, and her country
because she may show them the way to a harmonious home life and a sense of harmony
and equilibrium in their relationships with one another.

e A woman’s mental health will benefit from her education because she will get the power to
become physically strong via the acquisition of information about sports, exercise, health-
related factors, and excellent physical health.

e The birthrate can be lowered and the sex ratio can be increased with the aid of education.

e Getting an education empowers women, especially those living in rural areas, to make the
most of

e programmes such as the Total Literacy Programmes, Operation Black Board, and the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan are all examples of such initiatives.

CONCLUSION

To sum up, women in today’s hi-tech society, which is advancing swiftly despite the risks of
population expansion, conflict, anarchy, and corruption, may mould the minds of today’s young if
given the chance to climb to power.

Education empowers women. In nations where detrimental societal norms and attitudesNsuch
as child labour, child marriage, illiteracy, superstition, parents’ prejudice, female feticides, etc.Nmake
women’s empowerment difficult, the need is much greater. Gender parity and women’s empowerment
depend on women’s educational access and ownership. Empowering women worldwide demands
policies to educate and aid them.
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Man cannot solve poverty, unemployment, and inequality alone

All debates must include women. Education helps women realise their rights and value. To
attain self-sufficiency, self-confidence, self-respect, better literacy and education for women and
their children, equal ownership of productive resources, increased involvement in economic and
commercial sectors, awareness of their rights, and a higher standard of life. The government’s
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao campaign raises awareness and improves women and girls’ welfare
programmes to empower them economically and socially. We need national programmes like these
to change. Long overdue is a reminder that women, like men, must manage their education. Real
self-determination. Women'’s growth with men’s leadership and group work is crucial now. Fairness
“quality” improved. Modernity and globalisation may tempt us, but we must resist marginalisation.
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Canadian Government Since the Harper Period
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ABSTRACT

The Indian Diaspora has played a major role in revitalising the relationship between
India and Canada. It was during the time of Canada’s Prime Minister, Stephen Harper that
the relationship between the two became concrete. The presence of the Indian community
in Canada paved the way to strengthen the foreign policies between them. PM Harper’s role
in this was the setting step in establishing strong policies and changes to not only integrate
the Indian community into Canada but also in reforming a robust relationship with India. The
article aims to lay out the steps taken by the Harper government’s efforts in understanding the
initial role of the government that established strong ties between India and Canada through
the Indian diaspora.

Relations between Canada and India have shifted from being “frozen to red hot” since the
election of the Harper government. These advancements, however, took some time to develop.
Although the government rhetorically acknowledged India’s significance in its first two years, it
did very little to create or articulate a specific plan of action for India. The Conservatives didn’t
start engaging with India regularly until Harper’'s second term. At the same time that Indo-
Canadian interest groups were developing politically, they became more involved in matters
pertaining to Canadian foreign policy. The subsequent article will make an effort to connect these
two developments, tying the politicisation of the Indo-Canadian Diaspora to the Conservative
government’s policy toward India. There will be evidence presented in the discussion that Indo-
Canadian interest groups not only have access to Canadian decision-makers who influence
foreign policy but have also been successful in facilitating policies that are beneficial to both
India and Canada. The government and Indo-Canadian organisations now have synchronised
domestic and foreign policy interests as a result of this access.

WINNING THE COMMUNITY OF INDO-CANADIANS

While relations between Canada and India only slightly improved during Harper’s first term, the
Conservative government focused its efforts on fostering closer ties with immigrant communities,
including but not exclusively Indo-Canadians. The Conservatives made several attempts to improve
relations with the Indo-Canadian Diaspora in an effort to move beyond the old Reform image of
being less than positive toward Canada’s ethnic minorities, given that ethnic communities have been
assumed to be Liberal party supporters.

Within two months of taking office, the Harper administration fulfilled one of its key election
promises by putting the Air India Inquiry under Justice John Major’s purview. Calling the Air India
investigation had two crucial strategic ramifications. The Conservatives were set apart from other
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political parties in the Indo-Canadian community in the first place. The utility of the inquiry was
questioned by opposition parties, who pointed to issues of inefficiency and exorbitant costs. Bob Rae,
a critic from the Liberal opposition, specifically argued against the idea that a judicial review would
lead to an “interminable circus of lawyers.” The inquiry, however, was viewed by the Conservatives
as a way to address the Diaspora’s dissatisfaction with the 2005 Air India trial.

Make these differences known. The community was largely skeptical that the inquiry would lead
to any significant policy changes, but many in the community thought that the Harper administration
had at least acknowledged the need. Nobody else followed that action. Several Indo-Canadian
organisations spoke for the community when they backed the prime minister’s efforts to personally
meet with victims’ families during the review. Second, the Air India investigation brought the Indo-
Canadian community’s concerns about international security into line with the government’s anti-
terrorism strategy, particularly in the wake of the 2006 Mumbai train explosions. Indian Canadians
also backed the Harper administration’s decision to add the Tamil Tigers to Canada’s list of terrorist
organisations.

At a crowded Punjabi festival in Surrey, British Columbia, Prime Minister Harper committed to
consulting the region’s Indian community about the best course of action for the 1914 Komagata
Maru incident. The official apology for the racism experienced against early Indian settlers in Canada
was made by the prime minister in August 2008. This decision was related to Canada’s relations with
India, according to the recently established Canada-India Foundation, which claimed that it was “an
important step toward building a positive and constructive relationship between Canada and India,
as well as Indo-Canadians and the wider Canadian community.”

However, outreach to community and business leaders in Indo-Canada began long before
grassroots political engagement. Harper was the first prime minister to speak at the annual gala of
the Indo-Canada Chamber of Commerce in April 2006. The speech’s main points centred on topics
of particular concern to the Indo-Canadian community, including immigration, the recognition of
credentials from other countries, and the response of the government to terrorist activity (including
Air India and the Toronto-18 terrorist group). Members of the Indo-Canadian community took notice
of Prime Minister Harper’s attendance, demonstrating his administration’s success in reaching out
to the Diaspora.

The 2008 announcement of a new policy by Immigration Minister Diane Findley to give priority
to business-class and professional immigrants resulted in additional changes to immigration law.
Grassroots organisations opposed the policy, arguing that it would make it harder for immigrants
from the refugee and underprivileged classes to enter Canada. Organized interests supported these
immigration reforms and hailed the adjustments, including the Canada-India Foundation and the
Indo-Canada Chamber of Commerce. The Prime Minister emphasised the benefits of the updated
Immigration and Refugee Protection Act for skilled Indian immigrants as a result of this support in his
speech at the Canada-India Foundation’s inaugural gala in 2008. In his speech, he made the case
that immigration reforms were essential to help families get reunited sooner, get skilled workers into
the country earlier, [and] provide the Canadian economy with the human capital it needs.

The Prime Minister’s private consultations with the Indian business community in Canada were
another overture. In order to discuss issues pertaining to Canada-India relations and difficulties facing
the diaspora community, Prime Minister Harper met with 16 Indo-Canadians in June 2007. The
traditional channels, according to Harper, led to meetings with “old-stock Canadians,” not necessarily
business leaders from more recent immigrant communities, some of whom manage multi-billion
dollar businesses. As a result, Harper claimed, engagement with ethnic communities was necessary.

However, early interactions between the Harper administration and the Indo-Canadian community
were one-way. Despite the government’s small majority, it utilised its early political influence to
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forge relationships with ethnic groups that typically supported the opposition party. Community
engagement, therefore, avoided foreign policy and concentrated mostly on domestic policies. This
was largely brought on by an ill-defined Conservative foreign policy during the first term, as will be
shown in the following section.

FOREIGN POLICY UNDER HARPER AND THE DIASPORA

Almost a year and a half after the election, the first official visit to India took place in March 2007.
The 30-delegate trade mission was led by Ted Menzies, Parliamentary Secretary for International
Trade. Deepak Obhrai, Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, members of the Indo-Canada
Chamber of Commerce and the Canada-India Business Council, as well as representatives of
various Canadian businesses and crown corporations, also participated. This trip served as both a
symbolic and fruitful starting point for bettering ties with India in many ways. Creating a foundation
for a potential future free trade agreement (FTA) between the two nations was Menzies’ main goal.
The pursuit of an FTAwould proceed “on an incremental basis,” as decided within the Department of
International Trade. In order to increase certainty for Canadian companies with existing investments
in India, Menzies met with key members of the Indian Cabinet and set up negotiations for a Foreign
Investment Protection and Promotion Agreement (FIPPA) as the first step toward a potential free
trade agreement. Regarding Canada’s backing of India in the NSG and IAEA, Bernier was questioned
during a meeting with Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee. In these meetings, rather than discussing
nuclear security, the financial implications of the nuclear agreement were highlighted. In keeping
with this, Bernier’s delegation included numerous businesspeople, such as representatives of the
Indo-Canadian Chamber of Commerce. The ICCC was crucial in explaining to the lawmakers the
potential business opportunities in India for Canadian companies. The Indo-Canadian Chamber of
Commerce and the Canada-India Business Council offered government networking opportunities
and India-specific knowledge during both missions, particularly by connecting it with people in the
country’s nuclear industry. As a result of the inclusion of Indo-Canadian interests during Menzies
and Bernier’s visits, the organisations were able to discuss their perspectives on potential future
business opportunities in India with the Minister. The two Indo-Canadian business associations
were not directly involved in political negotiations, but they were responsible for setting up meetings
between Canadian politicians and Indian business associations as well as holding their meetings
with associations like the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) and
Confederation of Indian Industry (ClI).

THE NEW INDIA POLICY AND THE SECOND TERM OF STEPHEN HARPER

Politically speaking, Prime Minister Singh’s visit to Canada in June 2010 was the most significant
indication of improved ties between the two countries and the first by a sitting prime minister in 37
years. The journey, which PM Singh extended beyond the G-20 summit, demonstrated the vital ties
that exist between the governments of India, Canada, and the Indo-Canadian Diaspora.

First, the Department of Foreign Affairs consulted Diaspora organisations during the planning
process, asking the C-IBC, the ICCC, and the CIF for recommendations on which notable Indo-
Canadians and businesses should be included. The events were therefore attended by Indo-Canadians
from Vancouver, Calgary, Montreal, Ottawa, and Halifax. After comparable agreements were signed
by the US, Russia, Korea, and Japan, the NCA grants Canada access to India’s $100 billion energy
programme, allowing Canada to compete for a share of the lucrative market. Two Memorandums
of Understanding (MoU) in Earth Sciences and Mining and “Cooperation in Higher Education” are
examples of additional agreements. A Joint Study on a Comprehensive Economic Partnership
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Agreement (CEPA), which serves as the framework for the upcoming free trade agreement, is the
result of the relationship’s improvement.

India has also responded favourably to Canada’s efforts to strengthen their bilateral relationship.
Indian Minister of Road Transport and Highways Kamal Nath has made three separate trips to
Canada since 2007. Former President Dr. Abdul Kalam, Minister of Communication and Infrastructure
Sachin Pilot, and most recently Minister of Commerce and Industry Anand Sharma are some of the
other dignitaries who have visi ted. When Indian officials visited Canada, diaspora organisations
organised meetings, lectures, workshops, and dinners for them.

Even though the economic relationship’s size is still modest, the Conservative government’s
steady and impressive level of growth is significant. It demonstrates a rise in business confidence
in the Indian economy and the Canadian government’s dedication to bilateral ties.

ASSESSMENT OF INTEREST GROUP INTERACTION WITH THE CANADIAN
GOVERNMENT

Three broad conclusions about the influence of Indo-Canadian interest groups on government
have been drawn as a result of these findings. First, the economic and trade relations that the Canadian
government wants to pursue with India are well suited to the advantages of the Indo-Canadian
community, providing room for an active Diaspora role. The Nuclear Cooperation Agreement has
thus been presented as a trade agreement. Second, through their transnational business and political
ties in India, Indo-Canadian groups have been given both direct and indirect access to government
officials. Third, the government and the Indo-Canadian community now have a mutually beneficial
relationship.

By granting political access to Indo-Canadian organisations, the Harper administration has
benefited from both foreign and domestic policy. It is difficult to have an impact if the government
is not interested in the point of view that any domestic group is presenting, according to Caroline
Andrew, even though the government’s openness is a requirement for any domestic group to play
an influential role. Because of this, ethnic interest organisations perform best when political and
lobbying interests coincide. The evidence indicates that the Canadian government and its bilateral
relationship with India have a high degree of issue congruence. Even before the nuclear agreement, the
community supported the Harper administration’s policies and appreciated its efforts to accommodate
Indo-Canadians.

As highlighted in this article, engagement with the highest levels of government has occurred
in three main contexts: while travelling abroad, at community-based gatherings, and during private
consultations. The measurement used in the article, which omits private meetings, correspondence,
and meetings outside the Prime Minister’s office, has hurt the level of communication between
the Indo-Canadian community and decision-makers. The relationship between the Canada-India
Foundation and Jason Kenney'’s office, as well as the Canada-India Business Council’s consulting
work for DFAIT, provide an important indication of these additional points of access.

The Indo-Canadian community’s economic success is a major factor in this engagement.
Business-focused Diaspora groups give the community a focused, organised point of contact. In
addition, they are crucial contacts for a government looking to raise its profile in India due to their
business-related knowledge of the Indian economy and their connections abroad. Working with
already-established Diaspora organisations allows one to take advantage of existing economic
and trade ties. This interaction has successfully matched the long-standing political goals of Indo-
Canadian organisations with its definition of national interest and increased economic and political
engagement with India.
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The Foreign Investment Agreement, new trade consulates, and nuclear policies are just a few
of the initiatives the government has pursued that are advantageous to both business and community
interests. At the same time, it has taken care to avoid actions that might harm its relations with
the Indian government and the Indo-Canadian community. For instance, in light of the opposition
from Indo-Canadian groups, the Canadian government sought to avoid any potential repercussions
from the granting of visas to retired Indian border service personnel. The government’s symbiotic
relationship with the Indo-Canadian Diaspora was effectively confirmed by Indo-Canadian access
to ministerial offices on this matter.

According to the literature, ethnic groups are given access to government because it helps
the ruling political party electorally. Canadian foreign policy experts have endorsed this viewpoint.
Kim Nossal admits that the Harper administration is “extraordinarily sensitive to Diaspora groups,”
given his overarching objective of permanently altering Canadian politics by courting all of the
“ethnic” groups in Canada who have unquestioningly supported the Liberal Party and shunned the
Conservatives for decades.

Election polling during the 2006 election demonstrated that ethnic communities are not
immune to electoral strategies; it is believed that Conservative support from visible minorities,
who traditionally have overwhelmingly favoured the Liberals N [reached] just under 30%, within
striking distance of the Liberals’ 38%. The Conservative leadership has also courted the Indo-
Canadian community since the 2006 federal election through sizable public gatherings, trips
to Indian temples, and connections to the Bollywood industry as a way to appeal to the Indian
electorate.

Indo-Canadian interest groups have made sure that the Harper administration continues to
act in their best interests by remaining largely nonpartisan in the face of this political manoeuvring.
Arepresentative of the Canada India Foundation noted that all of the federal political parties have
members in their organisation. Additionally, all federal party leaders have participated in discussions,
roundtables, and meetings with the three organisations. The evidence has however demonstrated
that “ethnopolitics” only partially accounts for Harper’s interactions with these domestic groups.
In particular, the Indo-Canadian community’s more significant contribution and other interactions
with ‘elite’ community members cannot be explained by the ethnopolitical argument. The Indo-
Canadian community’s business ties, according to Prime Minister Harper’s 2008 speech to the
Canada-India Foundation, “are the bridge builders of a stronger, better relationship between
our two great countries,” and he emphasised the importance of the Indo-Canadian Diaspora in
Canada-India relations. The Harper administration has placed a strong emphasis on organised
interest groups and the business community when articulating its India policy. Selective, behind-
closed-door meetings with these elites have been used by the organisation to develop strategies
for the relationship between Canada and India. Immigration and Citizenship. In this effort, Minister
Jason Kenney has played a significant role. Because of its proximity to the organisations from
India and Canada are interested in the Prime Minister’s office looking for meetings to talk about
their interests.

This article proposed that Indian-Canadian MPs would be a clear point of contact for ethnic
groups and a valuable asset in Canada’s efforts to strengthen its ties with India. This claim has
some validity in terms of math. Only 3% of all MPs are Indo-Canadians, but they are heavily
concentrated in the Conservative and Liberal parties. When focusing on their share of “ethnic”
Members of Parliament, who account for nearly 40% of ethnic minorities in the House of Commons,
their hypothetical impact on the political landscape becomes more ominous. It was assumed that
these people would use their influence to strengthen the relationship because of their shared
political and ethnic identities.



24  Priya Natarajan

INDIAN DIASPORA- LOOKING AHEAD

The Indian diaspora’s growing influence in Canada has given them the ability to have a positive
or negative impact on relations between India and Canada. However, a review of the relevant literature
reveals that while many academics have expressed concern about the unfavourable effects of the
“pbrain drain” from India to Canada, the process’ beneficial effects have only recently come to light.
The problem was approached from the perspective of contemporary diaspora formations and their
function in international relations by the latter category of scholars.

They contend that through various forms of networking, commerce, financial investment,
remittance, and political interests, ethnic diasporas have a significant impact on contemporary
international politics. When viewed in this light, both positive and negative influences on India-
Canada relations can be attributed to Canadians of Indian descent. India can look for their skills in
addition to their remittances and investments in order to first play a positive role. Their involvement
in charitable development initiatives is also crucial. They can serve as political lobbyists to influence
Canadian policy toward India in a positive way.

Early Indian immigrants to Canada saved, on average, about 50% of their income, which
they sent to their family members back home despite having lower incomes. They are a significant
source of remittances to India now that there is a sizable Indian community in Canada. According
to a researcher who studied the Sikhs in California, these remittances are used to increase status,
establish philanthropic prestige, maintain izzat (prestige), increase the likelihood that eligible family
members will marry, gain political influence or power, show religious fervour, increase the likelihood
that siblings or more distant kinsmen will be able to attend school, and, of course, to fund further
immigration

The Indian community in Canada has thus emerged as a component force in determining the
future policies of their adopted country as a result of being a part of the Canadian population. They
contribute to the articulation of Canada’s developing identity through their presence. They used to
influence Canadian immigration policy from the outside, but now they function from within as a vital
component of the multicultural country of Canada.
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Dystopic Gilead of Margaret Atwood’s
The Handmaid’s Tale
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ABSTRACT

An invincible environmental iliness is overpowering the world today and the man is its
mute witness. Such dreaded scenarios become a seat for the political play where those in
power change the whole discourse of humanity and turn the masses into non-human entities.
The dystopic Gilead of Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid'’s Tale is a hyperbolized reality of the
catastrophic world that lies ahead. Through categorical but arbitrary entitlement, the people of
Gilead have been reduced to mere instruments, devoid of agency. The handmaid’s bodies were
used as instruments of procreation and women who could bear children were hunted down as
exotic animals and brainwashed into having a Spartan existence that oriented them only to bear
children. Hence, those in power use such illness as a garb to cure the society by creating a new
discourse implemented by the flag bearers of religion. The focal point of the paper would be to
unravel the key aspect of attaining this dystopic setup of dehumanizing the female bodies by
mollycoddling them into creating a better future, and thus expose the politics of manipulation.

Keywords: Environment, Dystopia, Catastrophe, Dehumanization, Discourse, Religion,
Politics.

Since ancient times, man has tried to picture a perfect world filled with happiness and devoid
of all misery caused due to war, poverty or crime. Many religions promise such a perfect world in
the afterlife in order to motivate the followers to live a life of good conduct. Such a state of being is
called as Utopia. The word utopia is derived from the Greek root ou-topos which means no place or
nowhere. The word utopia, according to Meriam Webster Dictionary, means a space of idyllic perfection
particularly in laws, government, and social circumstances. Plato imagined such an enlightened
democracy led by kings who were philosophers. Many groups of individuals have attempted to create
this heaven on Earth. In 1516, Thomas More’s book Utopia coined the name of the concept. Even
though the title implied impossibility, new political and scientific advancement gave hopes of these
imaginations to materialize into reality at last. However, again and again, the outcome morphed into
dreaded events of wars, tyranny, and famines. Artists began questioning this utopian thinking and
thus the genre of dystopia, the opposition to utopia was created. The word dystopia is counterpart to
utopia and according to Merriam Webster Dictionary, it means an imagined world or society in which
individuals live worthless, dehumanized and fearful lives. The Cambridge Dictionary defines dystopia
as a very negative or unfair society containing a large amount of suffering, particularly an made-up
fantasy society in the future, subsequently to something awful occurring. Among the first dystopian
works is Jonathan Swift's Gulliver’s Travels, where during his travelling, Gulliver discovers fictional
civilizations, few of which initially look desirables, only to become crucially dysfunctional. On the
flying island of Laputa, researchers and social developers pursue excessive and useless structures,
simultaneously ignoring the practical wants of the people underneath, and the Houyhnhnm who live
in flawlessly logical balance have no acceptance for the deficiencies of real human creatures. With
this novel, the author created the outline for dystopia, envisaging a world in which some tendencies
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in the present-day society are exaggerated to extremes, revealing their unseen shortcomings. The
following few hundred years served supply plenty of material. Industrialization that was supposed
to free up workers, confined them into slums and factories, while the businesspersons accumulated
more wealth than kings. By the late 19th century, many dreaded where such circumstances may
prevail. H. G. Wells’ The Time Machine pictured upper class and workers developing into two
species, while Jack London’s The Iron Heel depicted a tyrannical oligarchy reigning over the poor.
The new century brought about further thrilling and frightening shifts. Discoveries in medicine enabled
people to surpass biological limitations, moreover mass media permitted immediate communication
among leaders and the masses. In Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, inhabitants are genetically
constructed and trained to accomplish their social responsibilities much like the Crakers in Margaret
Atwood’s Oryx and Crake. Though propaganda and drugs render the society pleased, clearly, the
human component has vanished. But the best-known dystopias were not of fantasy in the slightest.
As Europe was subjected to extraordinary industrial combat, newly emerged political movements
gained significance. A few of them swore to get rid of every social difference, while others promised
to bond people around a mythical heritage together. The results have been real world dystopias,
where life put under the observant eye of the State and death comes with cruel efficacy to those
who don’t belong. Many cults are established under the garb of creating a perfect world that ends up
being a dystopia in the real world. Many writers have not just observed these horrors but survived
over them. In the novel We, Soviet writer Yevgeny Zamyatin wrote about a future in which free will
and individuality will be abolished. Banned in the U.S.S.R., it inspired writers like George Orwell,
who struggled on the fronts against both communism and fascism, too. The novel Animal Farm
straight up mocked the Soviet rule, the classic 1984 was a wider critique of totalitarianism, media
and language. In the United States of America, Sinclair Lewis’ It Can’t Happen Here imagined how
effortlessly democracy succumbed to fascism. In the decades proceeding World War I, authors
pondered what new technical inventions like atomic energy, space travel, or artificial intelligence
held for the future of humanity. Contrary to popular ideas of rewarding advancement, dystopian
science fiction spread to movies, comics and games. Robots rebelled against their inventers and
TV series broadcast deadly mass entertainment. Much fiction is being portrayed where workers toil
in space settlements and above the land of worn-out resources and overpopulated cities, filled with
criminal activity. Even then, politics was always present. Works like Dr. Strangelove and Watchmen
discovered the real danger of nuclear war, while V for Vendetta and The Handmaid’s Tale raised
concerns on how simply our rights could dissolve in a disaster. Today’s dystopian fiction resumes to
echo modern concerns about inequality, climate change, government power and global pandemics.
Dystopic fictions are warning tales, not about some specific government or technology, but of the
actual fact that humankind can be shaped into a desired form.

The Handmaid’s Tale (1985) by Margaret Atwood is a seminal work in the world of dystopic
literature. The novel revolves around the establishment of Theocratic Republic of Gilead which has
been institutionalized by the chosen Commanders of the Faith. The society is suffering from an acute
crisis of infertility due to the toxic lifestyle being led by the people. In order to avoid the doom of
human life, the society has been converted into a totalitarian regime where conformity rules the public
at large. Various sections of the society have been categorized into different roles that they must
adhere to in order to attain the promised better future. The most shocking role has been assigned
as the handmaids to the women who have viable ovaries to produce human life. Women fertile
enough to bear children were hunted down as exotic animals and preserved in large compounds
where they were conditioned to live a dehumanized life of being mere instruments of procreation.

While reading the novel, one is reminded of Foucault’s notion of discourse in which he claims
that the political concept of power is inextricably associated with the epistemological concept of
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knowledge. He claims that no knowledge exists without a play of power. Thus, even though it is claimed
that knowledge is power, but it is also true that all knowledge is created by those in power. Similarly
in the text, the Christian fundamentalists create a body of knowledge in which they manipulate the
Old Testament in a way that it sanctions the act of the commander performing a sexual ritual with
the handmaid under the supervision of the wife of the commander, for the sole purpose of having a
child. No emotions of love or lust are involved in the ceremony which in normal times can be termed
as rape. Such an unorthodox practice is condoned by everyone in the State as it was the only viable
remedy provided by those in power in order to procreate and save the humanity. The handmaids too
had to willfully agree to this dehumanization as the alternative to this form of existence was being
banished to the colonies as Unwomen and clean the radioactive toxic waste, produced by human
beings, that slowly decayed the living bodies in the process.

It is not an easy task to change the ideology of a whole nation state at once. The most
vulnerable aspects of human emotions have to be targeted which mainly are existence and religion.
The commanders of faith in the Gilead are men, but the deep-rooted belief in the theology of Gilead
is seen in the large sections of women of the novel which comprise of the aunts, marthas and the
wives of the commanders. These women have been promised the false utopia of a better world
where children will thrive, moral and spiritual regeneration will take place and natural ways of the
world will be revived. Offred observes in the course of the novel that “Better never means better
for everyone... It always means worse for some.” Thus, little do they realize the false-play of the
totalitarian Church State, where foul practices were being instated in the society to benefit only a
certain section while the others were being stripped off their basic human rights. They fail to see
the skillful and strategic portrayal of the state that claims to be founded on Christian principles but
lacks miserably in the spiritual and benevolent practices preached by Christianity.

The Handmaids are the most miserable section of the state. They are targeted on all fronts
that might emancipate them in any way to redeem their rights of being human. They are not
allowed to read or write in any form. The daily shopping too comprises of coupons which have
pictures made on them. The sign boards and shops too have pictorial images suggestive of their
purpose. Lack of words is a handicap that creeps among the women at large and handmaids in
particular. This helps in conditioning them to conform more rigidly to the regressive lifestyle of
women being home-makers and child-bearers alone. The women converted into handmaids were
once independent working women in the earlier days. This to strip off the scent of independence
they once wore, it is imperative to strike their source of education and independence which
primarily is language. The only approved conversation among the handmaids too was decided by
the state which was “Blessed be the fruit”, which could be replied with “May the lord open”. Offred
once found some words scribbled in her room that read “Nolite te bastardes carborundorum”.
Even though she did not understand the language, the mere scribble gave her a feeling of
companionship in her misery. Later she learnt that it meant, “Don’t let the bastards grind you
down.”

The aunts have been assigned the task of training the handmaids to be of proper service to the
nation. One of the major characters Aunt Lydia is seen as the formidable flag-bearer of the ideology
of Gilead. The narrator-protagonist Offred, suggests in her narration that Aunt Lydia was one of the
most instrumental characters in the establishment of the morals and ideology of Gilead among the
handmaids, so much so that even the commanders were afraid and dependent on her. The way she
professed the teachings of the state to the girls at Ardua Hall, she seemed too emotionally invested
in the cause and many handmaids were actually influenced by her. “There is more than one kind of
freedom, said Aunt Lydia. Freedom to and freedom from. In the days of anarchy, it was freedom to.
Now you are being given freedom from. Don’t underrate it.” (34) She imbibed the spirit of gratitude
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among the handmaids that they had been chosen for the noble cause of being one, even though
the rest of the society looked down upon them with hatred.

A color scheme of dresses has been enforced in the society. Black for the commander, blue
for the wives, dull green for marthas, grey for aunts and red for the handmaids. This acted as a
reinforcement of the appointed roles that became their only reality. Nothing else existed beyond
that. It also acted as an identity proof so that they could easily be tracked by the Eyes that were in
charge of forceful imposition of the rule of Gilead. The probable reasons for choosing red as the
colour for handmaids can be that red is representative of blood and life that they bear. But more
obvious reason is that red colour is easy to trace and thus no woman wearing red could escape or
camouflage from the Eyes. The handmaids are the most priced possessions of the state though
they are not treated as such. They are their only hope to redeem the humanity by procreating and
bearing children for the Commanders and their wives. Offred claims “We were the people who were
not in the papers. We lived in the blank white spaces at the edges of print... we lived in the gaps
between the stories.” (160) These lines are a reflection of the feeble existence of the handmaids. In
spite of being their saviors, their living conditions were the most inhumane.

The handmaids have been conditioned to live as slaves. They lack an identity of their own.
They are not allowed to retain their names that they possessed in the earlier times. They are known
by the commander that they have been assigned to. They are treated as commodities and objects
owned by their commanders. The protagonist of the novel was called as Offred as she was appointed
under Commander Fred, thus her only identity was being of-fred’s. As in Simone de Beauvoir’s The
Second Sex, women are not considered as autonomous beings, their being is relative to the man.
“She is the incidental, as opposed to the essential. He is the Subject, he is the absoluteNshe is
the Other.” (xvi) They were trained to be timid girls, protecting their moralities, but the commanders
were not liable to such moralities. They could indulge in immoralist behaviors without being held
accountable for them. In addition to the handmaids, state-sponsored prostitutes called Jezebels were
provided in Gilead whose role was to entertain the foreign delegates. Thus, the pedantic moralities
are clearly visible in the novel.

The Handmaid’s Tale contains all the major features of being a dystopic fiction. The use of religion
in order to establish a totalitarian regime to categorically favor a preferred section of the society is a
vivid example of heading to a dystopia under the garb of offering a utopian state of affairs. Reinstating
the regressive patriarchal structure being institutionalized by women itself by twisting the biblical
teachings, clearly shows the falsehood in the very ideology of the newfound Theocratic Republic of
Gilead. The very state that seems to be established on the Christian principals, following the word of
the Old Testament, is actually woven in the fabric of falsification of the teachings of the religion that
they use as clutches to propagate their malignant agenda. The 8th Baronet, Sir John Dalberg-Acton
remarked, “Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Great men are almost
always bad men.” Thus, it is of utmost importance to make sure that no absolute power is provided
to any man to lead the humanity to its final doom which will be inevitable in a totalitarian scenario.
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Advantages and Opportunities in Bihar
Kumari Upasna Vatsala*

Bihar is well equipped with natural resources like land and water, vital for agriculture and crops.
An analysis of agricultural production in Bihar reveals that potential for significant increase in the
crop production requires investment in all spheres from institutional to crop management practices.
Bihar is the fourth largest horticultural producer in the country.'? Fruits and vegetables are cultivated
in nearly 10% of cropped area, producing 3.2 million tones of fruits and 7.6 million of vegetables.
Bihar has got competitive advantage in Makhana, Litchi, Mango, Spices, Cereals and Pulses, Sugar
industry, Livestock products.

MAKHANA

Makhana or gorgon nut is unique since it is grown commercially only in Bihar. Makhana is an
aquatic organic crop rich in protein and low in fat content. Bihar accounts for over 80% of the Makhana
production in the country. It contributes around Rs 550 crore at retail prices annually to the state’s
economy. Close to organic based cultivation gives an added advantage to the crop particularly in
the export market. Makhana is considered superior to almonds, walnut, coconut and cashew nut
in terms of sugar, protein, and s=ascorbic acid and phenol content. The medicinal properties of
Makhana are also well established in China were it has been made mandatory ingredient in baby
foods. Madhubani, Darbhanga, Sitamarhi, Supaul, Kishanganj and Araria Districts are major producers
of Makhana, Investment opportunities exist in contract farming as well as processing and export.

LITCHI

Bihar is known for its premium litchi, The area under litchi is concentrated in the Districts of
Muzaffarpur, Vaishali, Madhubani, Samastipur and other adjoining Districts of North Bihar. The area
covered is around 28,870 hectares and current production is 336,852 MT. This accounts for 80
percent of national production its targeted production by 2025 is 5000,000 MT. Bihar has compared
to competing states..Realizing its potential, an Agri-Export Zone has already been sanctioned. The
Planning Commission has identified Muzaffarpur District for fund infusion for systematic development.
A National Research centre of ICAR for Litchi has been established at Muzaffarpur.

MANGO

Mango is the leading fruit crop of Bihar with an approximate share of 50 percent of the total area
under fruit crops. Itis grown in over 1000,000 hectares of land; the state has an annual production of
1.5 million MT. Bihar is the fourth largest producer of Mangoes in the country, accounting for nearly
11 percent of the total production. The state is known for a large variety of mangoes grown in its
plains, the most popular being Maldah, Bombay, Jardalu, Jarda, Safeda, Bathua, Sepia, Sukul and
Gulabkhas. The leading Mango-Producing District include Darbhanga, Muzaffarpur, Samastipur,
East and West Champaran and Bhagalpur. The Planning Commission has identified the District of
Darbhanga for systematic Development of the fruit crop for its total commercial exploitation.

*Department of Economics,B.N.M.U., Madhepura.
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SPICES

Chill Accounts for 47.6 percent of the area under spices which is followed by turmeric (39.5)
percent and Ginger and garlic. There is a good scope for processing in this sector also.

CEREALS AND PULSES

There exists a large potential for scientific mailing and processing of food grains like rice, wheat,
maize, and pulses. In case of rice and wheat, outdated technologies like hullers or sellers are used for
milling resulting in lower recovery and consequent lower value. There is no large-scale processing unit
for maize in the state. There are a couple of processing units working as registered units and there
is no fair estimate of the number of small, unregistered processing units in maize in flour and poultry
fee etc. 1 Such units operate at small scale as household processing units. However, no details are
available on the number of these small units and quantity of maize processed within the state. There
is a huge scope for maize processing in the state. Date indicates that establishment of poultry as
well as animal feed processing units may be a success in the state Looking into the large quantity
of maize in food system, processing of maize for snack and other food items may also be planned.
Feasibility of installing industrial units to process maize to get starch, ethanol and alcohol etc need
to be studied., Recently there has been interest shown by large private players in maize processing
in the state of Bihar. M/s India Gasohol Ltd., Tamil Nadu, has already planned to install four maize
processing plant with an investment or Rs 2,500 core in Begusarai, Muzaffarpur, Bhagalpur and
Vaishali District of Bihar. They plan to produce ethanol, alcohol, extra neutral alcohol, and crucial oils.

SUGAR INDUSTRY

The state of Bihar has enormous potential for investment is sugar industry as it has a high
production of around 50 lakhs MT. The total sugar production in the state was 2.20 Mt in 2018-19.
To attract investment in the sector state government launched scheme in 2006 having provisions of
various concessions and subsidies. Presently there are 28 sugar mills in the state out of which 15
public sector units are closed. Out of 10 private sector units 2 are sick. Of the 18 public sector units
15 are under Bihar state Sugar Corporation and 3 are under central PSUs. The efforts are made to
revive the closed units though lease agreements with the investors including HPCL and Reliance
etc. Also 27 new proposals relating to sugar industry have been approved of which 27 are for new
proposals relating to sugar industry have been approved of which 27 are for new sugar mills and 8
are for expansion of working mils and 2 new ethanol plant.

MEAT. DAIRY, POULTRY AND FISHERY

Bihar ranks fourth in term of meat production India. There is, however, no abattoir and no
processing facility within the state. No value addition is currently taking place. Most of the meat is
slaughtered in municipal slaughterhouses and sold fresh to cater to the local demand. It is envisaged
the modern slaughterhouse (abattoirs)with processing facilities having due backward and forward
linkage can contribute significantly to the growth of value added products in this sector. The buffalo
meat Production in India is growing at a CAGR (compound annual growth rate) of 5 percent and
the outstripping of demand via-a-via supply of lamb and mutton presents a huge opportunity of
Bihar to tap into its Large Livestock resources. Poultry meat is the fastest grow8ing animal protein
in India with a CAGR OF 11 PERCENT DURING THE LAST 15 YEARS. Bihar with negligible share
in national poultry meat trade thus has everything to gain by investing into and creating the right
climate to spur the production of poultry and value-added produets'?
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Only 9-10 percent of milk produced in processed by COMFED (Sudha Dairy at 11 places in
Bihar-Barauni, Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, Patna, Gaya, Arra, Bhagalpur and Kaimur and another
2-3 percent in the organized private sector. Although, Milk processing capacity in India is growing
at a CAGR of 4 percent. It has shown negligible growth in Bihar. Milk processing presents a huge
potential in Bihar even if it is to reach halt of the country processing level or around 17-18 percent.
This would mean doubling the existing processing capacities. The technology beanbag used in
the processing facilities is now decades old, with no primary processing/cooling facility at the farm/
village level. Fish in one of the popularly consumed items in Bihar, particularly in Mithila Region and
it is the fastest growing sub sector indicating a growth rate of over 10 percent per annum. An area
of 1,13,664 ha is available in Bihar in the form of tanks/ponds, mauns, lakes), chaurs (flood plains)
and reservoirs. In addition to this, there is big potential in the large low-lying area of about 3,38745
ha, which can be suitably developed for various aquaculture activities. Against the huge water
resources potential available, only 26,000 ha (7.68 percent) of water areas have been developed
for fish culture. No processing, however, taken place and there are no fish processing industries
in the state. Another more serious handicap in the development of fisheries is the absence of a
proper marketing system. At present, only about three percent of the total fish landings are handed
by organized sector Consumption of milk and milk products is growing at 7.6 percent, poultry meat
consumption at 26 percent, and freshwater fish consumption at 3.5 percent (likely to grow to 3.9
percent). They present a huge opportunity for the state to cash it with appropriate strategies and
market linkages.



State and Civil Society: Analysis of Karl Marx’s Views

Dr. Jayapal H. R.*

ABSTRACT

Idea of humans’ perfectibility and dialectical views of progress and development characterize
the works of Karl Marx’s He viewed conflict and power as the redemptive forces in building the
social order, which is free from inequality and exploitation. Marx believed in creative capacity
and freedom of humans in shaping their own life and carving out the social reality, which best
represents the realization of their interests. But the existing reality departed from the ideal
conditions; instead, humans’ creative capacities are deformed under oppressive conditions of
capitalism. Idea of perfectibility, which is legacy of enlightenment bequeathed to Marx, becomes
conceptual yard stick in assessing social systems as how much they take leap towards progress
or deviate towards the state of exploitation and alienation. Ideology, state and civil society
will become the tools of capitalist class to distort and divert the people from developing true
consciousness which indeed enables them to realize the truth. This article makes an attempt
to understand the views of Karl Marx on state and civil society which portray that spheres of
state and civil society are the extension of production relations of capitalist society

Keywords: ‘Perfectibility’, ‘State’, ‘Civil Society’, ‘Economic base and productive relations’

INTRODUCTION

Idea of humans’ perfectibility and dialectical views of progress and development characterize Karl
Marx’s works. He viewed conflict and power as the redemptive forces in building the social order which
is free from inequality and exploitation. Marx believed in creative capacity and freedom of humans
in shaping their own life and carving out the social reality which best represents the realization of
their interests. But the existing reality departed from the ideal conditions; instead, humans’ creative
capacities are deformed under oppressive conditions of capitalism. Idea of perfectibility, which is
legacy of enlightenment bequeathed to Marx, becomes conceptual yard stick in assessing social
systems as how much they take leap towards progress or deviate towards the state of exploitation
and alienation. ldeology, state and civil society will become the tools of capitalist class to distort
and divert the people from developing true consciousness, which enables them to realize the truth.
This article makes an attempt to understand the views of Karl Marx on state and civil society, which
portray that spheres of state and civil society are the extension of production relations.

MARX’S THEORY OF STATE

Marx became interested in political aspects after moving to the city Dresden in 1842. He
developed interest on historical conditions leading to two revolutions in France and England which
led him towards the area of political philosophy. His political views became crystalized as he read
the works of Rousseau, Montesquieu, Machiavelli, Hegel and others. Marx’s systematic discussion

*Assistant Professor, Department of Studies and Research in Sociology, Karnataka State Open University, Mysuru.
E-mail: jayapal.hr@gmail.com

60



State and Civil Society: Analysis of Karl Marx’s Views 61

on state can be found in his work entitled Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right published in
1843. In On Jewish Question published a year later, Marx discusses the relationship between civil
society and modern state. Marx made a historical analysis of state in The Eighteenth Brumaire
of Louis Bonaparte which focuses on the rise of rebellion in France in 1848 and the rise of Louis
Bonaparte. Whereas, his Civil War in France analysed the development of French political state
(Morrison 2006).

FOUR KEY PROPOSITIONS OF MARX THEORY OF STATE

The following propositions of Marx’s theory of state represent ‘a set of fundamental principles
which frame discussion about the formation of the state and the nature of state political activities
(ibid, p. 128). Propositions are basically assertions of relationship between two and more variables.
We shall examine the four propositions below:

First, State has a material origin and hence, it is not independent from base of society, that
is, economic structure of society. State emerges out of productive relations of society and hence
the roots of state are located in economic sphere.

Second, modern state emerges and develops only under certain historical conditions embedded
in productive forces of society. Thus state is social and historical.

Third, State reflects the existing class structure of society and ‘thus acts as an instrument of
the dominant classes’. Hence, political functions of the state is a derivative of economic base and
productive relations which implies that political interests of the state coincide with the interests of
dominant classes

Fourth, emergence of state is historically dependent upon civil society (ibid).

HEGEL’'S THEORY OF STATE: EMBODIMENT OF ETHICAL
WILL AND RIGHT ACTION

As we have discussed none of Marx’s ideas can be understood without comparing and contrasting
with those of Hegel. Hegel’s extensive views about the state and other political aspects can be found
in his celebrated work The Philosophy of Right which was published in 1821. Hegel viewed state,
its origins, functions and activities on idealistic view. Five assumptions are central to Hegel’s theory
of state. We shall examine them here.

First, ‘state was the embodiment of what he called right action (ibid). The term ‘right’ refers to
entire range of rules and ethical norms ‘which guide human action toward what is ethically good in
the human spirit (ibid)'. Right action here means the manifestation of ethical will in history. Ethical
will in political sphere of society is concerned with guiding human action towards what is politically
good. Logical implication is that all conventions of state represent the ethical will which is embodied
in state itself (ibid).

Second, functions of state are concerned with mediating the ‘various spheres of society. Political
realm of state is separate from the civil realm which consists of economy and economic exchange
which are referred to as areas of individual interests (ibid). State thus serves ‘mediating functions in
maintaining ethical harmony’ between the realm of public and private interests (ibid, p. 129).

Third, since state is expression of human ethical will, it shall ensure that universal interests
always prevail over particular interests of individuals or groups.

Fourth, activities of state are separate from the activities of the state. If political actions pursuing the
ends of general good represented universal interests and actions in civil sphere pursuing ends reflected
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particular interests and ‘private rights of individuals and groups and hence they are particularistic in
nature. Thus, political sphere for Hegel is synonymous with the ethical life of society (ibid).

Fifth, state emerges from ethical will and as well as its manifestation, state does not have
social or historical character but it is historically eternal.

HISTORICAL FORMATION OF MODERN STATE

Marx showed that political institutions have their base in material life. Marx explicated the
historical formation of modern state keeping French state in view. For the sake of brevity and clarity,
we can summarize it on following premises.

Dissolution of old localized Feudal powers and formation of central state

Modern state develops from the dissolution of feudal society. The process of the formation
of modern state starts with clearing away of the old localized powers of feudal estates with their
separate economic and political jurisdictions (ibid, p. 132). With the dissolution of localized feudal
estates and their economies and authorities, stage was now set for the formation of centralized
authority. Besides, with advancement of industrial revolution and economic reorganization,
power was transferred from feudal lords to new political and economic classes. New centralized
political authority was being steered by material interests of new ruling political and economic
classes. ‘Hence, new interests created the need for a state administration and bureaucratic
apparatus (ibid)’.

Historical context of Rebellion and formation of Modern French State

Political developments which had taken place between the period of 1789 and 1851 also
contributed to the formation of new state. Marx captured these developments in his work Eighteenth
Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte. Industrial revolution heralded unrest. According to Marx, historical
context of rebellion began in the year 1848 which marked the period of unprecedented industrial
production. It brought prosperity to only small commercial class but led to greater poverty and
social distress. Situation was characterized by then low wages, poor working class conditions
and unemployment inviting wider criticism against capitalism for inequality and ‘restriction of
advantage to only one class (ibid)’. This was not only specific to France but reverberated across
the Europe workers protesting against the limited opportunities. In France, it led to rebellion of
workers attempting to capture French Republic on behalf of the workers and ‘during this period
France oscillated between a political monarchy and a democratic republic (ibid, p. 133, italics
are added).

Marx identified three distinct periods of state formation in France. First were February days
marking the beginning of rebellion by the workers. Marx called this as the prologue to the revolution.
Workers mounted an open rebellion against the authorities and breached the barricades; French
troops responded without much resistance. Workers though that it was their victory. Second was
the formation of French Republic falling in between the period of May 1849 to December 1849.
But commercial classes started blocking the advance of workers by shielding parliamentary device
and were successful in reducing the revolution to a victory by the dominant political classes. Third
was the formation of constitutional republic and formal elimination of French monarchy from May
1849 to December 1851. This period was headed by Louis Bonaparte marking the emergence of
constitutional Republic in which commercial class ruled in the name of people and demands of the
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workers were suppressed by the emerging ‘general interest ‘that was mobilized at the time by Louis
Bonaparte (ibid, italics are added)

Higher General interest against common interest

Marx showed that how during the reign of Louis Bonaparte particular interests were maintained
against a ‘wider more general interest’ by state through severing the common interest from general
interest of society. New material interests were consolidated and agents of theses interests whether
in the sphere of politics, economy or military sever the common interests from general interests.
To be clearer, new material interests of the dominant class were distorted and elevated to higher
general interest. Every institution and organization became the representatives of the state. Marx
observed: ‘general interest is snatched from the self-activity of society’s members and made an
object of state machinery and governmental activity from the bridge, the school house, the judiciary
and the church which act as its representatives (Marx 1977, p. 104, also cited in ibid, p. 134)

Marx observes the emergence of modern state as Bonaparte detached the controlling offices
of state apparatus from the purview of parliamentary and by converting them into organs of the state
executive power. This made Marx to aver that state is separate from society and its powers became
‘independent and autonomous’ of all other classes of society. Marx used Bonapartism to refer to
actual creation of modern political state and the powers used to relieve the commercial classes of
their claim to political dominance. According to Marx, the emergence of this new modern centralized
state implied two things: First, it weakened the power of all classes but at the same it purported to
represent the interests of classes. Second, it made commercial classes incapable of realizing their
interests. But irony of this development, as observed by Marx, was that Bonaparte himself became
insignificant historically as it marked the development of modern state which created political vacuum
by making all the classes ‘lay prostrate before the state machine (ibid, p. 135).’

MARX THEORY OF CIVIL SOCIETY

Marx’s gave his attention to the development of civil society after tracing the formation of modern
centralized state. We have noted the key assumptions of Hegel’s theory of state. But Marx differs
from Hegel’s views on state who viewed state as the realization of highest ethical will of individuals.
Marx rejected the view of Hegel on state as universal mediating force and civil society as the domain
representing particular interests. He also rejected the Hegel notion that state and civil society were
separate realms. They cannot be separate realms as state was complicit in the split between the
political and civil realm and in fact, actively supported self interest in its defence of private property.’
For Marx, state was the instrument of ruling class since it supports private property and as well
as ownership of means of production by one class. Hence, state cannot raise above the particular
interest and he out rightly rejected the Hegel's claim of state representing the universal interest.
State can become universal only when it renounces property relations.

Regarding the origin of civil society, Marx maintains that during the feudal period, the entire
society had a political character and there was no separation on the lines of political and civil realms
as all aspects of civil life such as property, marriage, family were ‘subsumed’ under the political
sphere whether it may be in the form of lordship, caste and guild. Marx was very clear that modern
state comes into existence only with institutionalization of capitalist economy.

Civil society as private realm comes into existence only after the emergence of capitalism.
Civil society is based on the pursuing of private interests through gain. With the emergence of
civil society, there is a shift from state to economy. Historically, this shift is caused by industrial
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revolution and civil society indicates the split in society that takes place between ‘political and civil
spheres which is unique to modern times (ibid, p. 136). We shall remember that civil society does
not develop in previous periods of state formation and it comes into existence only in the wake
of modern industrial societies as the state and its apparatus retreats back which once made its
presence through ‘intervention and incursion’ in the different areas of society. Hence, civil society
adorns the spaces in ‘direct proportion’ where the state was present. Hence, ‘civil society becomes
a more autonomous field of action resistant to intervention (ibid., p. 137).

Free Individual is at the centre of civil society who is detached from all community ties and whose
rationality informs him to pursue his private interest on maximum level for gains. Marx beautifully
captures the nature of individuals hel bent on pursuing his private interests: ‘these individuals are
the citizens whose political rights and freedoms are simply the rights of the egoistic individual, the
individual separated from community, isolated and withdrawn into themselves (Marx 1978, p. 42
as cited in ibid).’

According to Marx, the development of civil society is based on three distinct but interrelated
elements

1. ‘Satisfaction of all wants through the pursuit of private economic gains’:

2. ‘The protection of private property’:

3. ‘Replacement of direct ties with society by abstract political and legal links to the state

(ibid)'.

Marx was unequivocal in stating that civil society detached individual from wider society by
bringing fragmentation of society as political and civil spheres. Consequences of this fragmentation
process ‘is the isolated individual whose private autonomy is a political and social absurdity’. Marx
holds that modern civil society sets individuals into conflict due to two things: First, their pursuance
of private interests and its maximization puts them into competition with other individuals. Second,
since state has bestowed common political rights, individual relation to state seems to be cooperative.
But in reality, it is coercive.

CONCLUSION

Marx showed that political institutions have their base in material life. The broad conclusion
which emerges from Marx’s theory is that civil society and political state are one and the same,
which is in contradistinction to Hegel’s theory; which views state and civil society as separate. State
and civil society becomes extension for the dominant social classes to justify their interests. State
has basis in the material life, that is, production and production relations. Civil society cannot be
separate from state as claimed by Hegel as the former comes into existence due to private property
which latter upholds and justifies. State and civil society becomes extension for the dominant social
classes to justify their interests of capitalist society. Hence, humans’ perfectibility remains a distant
dream and mirage.
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Victimization of Women During the Catastrophe of
Partition in Sahni’s Tamas
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ABSTRACT

Sahni’s Sahitya Akademi Winning Award Novel ‘Tamas’ has presented the horrifying fate of
women during the wake of Partition. Sahni has narrated the true picture of women'’s victimization
by exposing the various incidents which women passed through. Undoubtedly in Indian culture
and society, women are often treated like puppets in the hands of men but in the great disaster
of Partition they were mistreated by men more brutally and terribly. During Partition, men in order
to win over their rival communities applied their power on women by using all kinds of brutality
and savagery. They not only killed and murdered them but also raped, abducted, mutilated and
forced them to convert their religion. Infact the most unfateful sight for women was that they
were rejected by their own family members when they came back after being raped. So many in
fear of facing such disgrace decided to commit suicide rather than being a stigma for their family
as well as their community. Of course, they faced torments of all kinds — physical, emotional
and psychological. The present paper is an investigation to expose all kinds of barbarity and
atrocities faced by women during Partition, through the lens of Sahni’s magnum opus novel
‘Tamas’ which symbolically represents darkness and ignorance.

Keywords: Women, Partition, Abduction, Rape, Humiliation.

Partition brought great chaos and devastation everywhere. People of all the communal groups
equally faced the disaster. It brought destruction, migration, segregation of people from their own
roots, friends, families and their neighbours. Overnight millions of people had to migrate across the
borders during which hundreds and thousands were killed on their way and those who reached the
borders after facing many troubles could not mix in the new land as they were treated there like
strangers. Their identity and nationality were in a flux and they could not adapt to the newly acquired
nationality and territory. But this was not enough. The darkest sight of Partition was faced by women
of all the communal groups. They were not only victimized physically but also psychologically and
emotionally. Bapsi Sidhwa in her novel Ice-Candy Man has rightly propounded the cruel fate of
women -

It is the women who bear the brunt of violence that accompanies these disputes. They
are the ones who are rooted in the soil; they are not interested in politics. But suddenly
they find that their bodies are being brutalized. Victories are celebrated on the bodies of
women. (232) (ICM)

Sahni too has presented the brutal sight of women by illustrating the fate of Sikh and Hindu
women in the hands of Muslim rioters. He has portrayed different kinds of atrocities inflicted on
women by employing imaginary characters of women like Jasbir Kaur, Prakasho, Banto and Karmo.
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The episode of Jasbir Kaur suicide along with her fellow companions represents that women were
in great chaos and dilemma when they heard the incidents of murder, rape, abduction, kidnapping,
molestation and mutilation in different parts of the country prior to the announcement of partition.
In order to escape these brutalities by their rival fanatics, they took resort to the path of suicide or
honour killing either by jumping into the well or taking some poison. Jasmine Mairhofer Mehmood
in her thesis has pointed out why women chose the path of suicide:

In many cases death was preferred to those kinds of dishonouring atrocities. One form
of violence from inside was that many women committed suicide in order to avoid being
tortured, raped or abducted by an enemy. Suicides were committed, alone or as groups
in a wide variety of ways: by self immolation, drowning themselves into the village’s well,
swalloing poison etc. (Mehmood, 35)

Sahni has depicted the same fate of Jasbir Kaur in his novel. Jasbir Kaur, the duaghter of
Harnam Singh is a devotional figure of the village where she is married. Being a spiritual soul, she
is addressed by her fellow villagers as ‘daughter of Guru’. When she hears about the invasion of
turks (Muslim) on her village, she becomes anxious about her misfortune in the hands of Muslims.
So in order to escape their atrocities like rape, abduction, harassment etc. she decides to lay her
life by jumping into the well. Subsequently, her other fellow Sikh women too follow her in order to
save themselves as well as their family honour. This horrible sight has been represented in the
novel as:

Jasbir Kaur was the first one to jump into the well. She raised no slogan, nor did she call
anyone’s name, she only uttered Wahe Guru and took the jump. After her, one by one,
many women climbed up to the low wall of the well. Hari Singh’s wife climbed up stood
there for a moment, then pulled up her four-year old son on to the wall and holding him
by the hand, jumped too. Deva Singh’s wife held the breast-fed child in her arms when
she took the plunge. Prem Singh’s wife jumped down, but her son was left standing on
the wall. The child was pushed into the well by Gyan Singh’s wife, and thus sent back
into the arms of his mother. Within a matter of minutes tens of women had gone into the
watery grave, some of them along with their children. (293)

The scene was extremely horrible as not a single woman was left alive when Turks entered
the lane which led to the Gurudwara. The area of the lane towards the Gurudwara was full of dead
bodies and in order to reach there they walked over the heap of dead bodies. The sight was extremely
terrible and ghastly as “the air was filled with the heart-rending cries of women and children coming
from inside the well and were mingled with the loud shouts of ‘Allah-O’Akbar’ and ‘Sat Sri Akal™.
(293-294)

Another kind of atrocity by the antagonist community against women was their abduction.
Hundreds and thousands of women were abducted during this great upheaval. The condition of
women was extremely miserable after the abduction as they were either sold in the market of
prostitution or forced for converting their religion so that the abductors could make them their wives
by performing the ritual of wedding as per their own culture and religion. Sahi, in the novel ‘Tamas’
exposes the same fate of Prakasho, the daughter of a Hindu Brahmin family, who was abducted
by a Muslim youth Allah Rakha. Allah Rakha, the horse-carrier, already had an eye on Prakasho
and he got the opportunity when communal violence erupted in the area. He kidnapped her while
she was collecting faggots from the shops of the hill with her mother. He kept her in his house
during that day and the next day forcefully married her by converting her religion from Hindu to
Muslim. Prakasho was in a flux and great dilemma and could not eat anything for many days. Her
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parents too were in a state of despair as they could not have any information about her. Prakasho
was not happy with her abductor but had no courage to return to her parents in order to escape
from the clutches of Allah Rakha as she knew that her parents would not accept her in such a
situation. Because in Hindu community such women were considered defiled and polluted and
were not accepted by their family or their community. If parents accepted such girls, their honour
and respect were put in danger and they were looked down upon with a shameful eye by their
relatives, family and society. Prakasho’s parents did not have courage to accept their daughter
in such chaotic circumstances. The reluctance of her mother can be seen when she says to the
Statistics Officer in this regard —

Of what use is her coming back to us. (33)

Of course the great misfortune of Partition was faced by women when they were not supported
by their own family. Like Prakasho there were hundreds and thousands of women who had to face
the disaster and pass through not only the physical but also a violent emotional and psychological
dilemma. The comments of Kamla Bhasin and Ritu Menon seem to be apt here-

All those atrocities have a symbolic meaning in regard to the male’s logic of domination
and subordination to humiliate women, their family or their community, to desexualize
women, to mark them as ‘polluted or to highlight that their men were unable to protect
them. (44)

In times of sectarian riots and communal violence, women were more vulnerable to exploitation
and they were raped not only by a single man but by a number of rapists. A poignant instance of this
kind of barbarity has been shown in the novel when a Hindu woman is gang raped by ten Muslim
men. She dies in the course of event but they continue to rape her. This incident is presented in the
novel not directly but through the mouths of the Muslim rapists when they gather together at one
place and exchange their experiences of raping the girl. While talking about the act of rape one
Muslim asserts-

When we got into the lane, the karars began to run this way and that way. A Hindu girl
went up to the roof of her house. As soon as we saw her, we ran after her. There were
nearly ten of us. She was trying to jump over the low wall on the roof to go over to the
adjoining house when she fell into our hands. Nabi, Lalu, Mira, Murtaza all had a go at
her one by one... When my turn came there was no sound from her, she wouldn’t move.
| looked at her; she was dead. | had been doing it to a dead body... (288)

Another man narrates a story of a low caste Bagri woman who was raped by him -

We caught hold of a bagri woman in a lane. My hand was working so well, | would chop
off a head at one go. The woman began crying and begging. ‘Don’t kill me’, she said, ‘All
seven of you can have me as your keep.’ (288)

Santosh Singh Dhir has exposed the same fate of women in his work ‘Oh Din’ as :

The women were helpless. The untold brutalities were committed on women... Young
and beautiful women were in more trouble. They had to satisfy the lust of the whole
country. Sixty and seventy year old men fulfilled their lust with young women — no one
was considered as daughter or sister. Sometimes, it was a routine that first the women
was molested, raped and then killed. The blood soaked body of the woman would be
lying on the ground... This happened in the country of Guru and Kabir. Who did this ?
Their own followers.... (52-53)
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Uprootedness, displacement, loss of property and house etc. were the common sight of the
great upheaval of Partition. The Sikh woman Banto in the novel faces all these consequences.
She had been living peacefully with her family in the Muslim dominated village for many years.
But with the eruption of violence her religion becomes a danger to her. Though her neighbouring
Muslim does not do anything which harms her family, the outsider Muslim rioters loot her shop and
at last set it on fire. Ultimately, when she finds no way to escape the brutality of the frenzied crowd,
she and her husband finally leave their house in order to save their lives. In search of home they
wander from place to place to take refuge. Before leaving the house they, however, are in fear and
great distress about the cataclysm- Partition. Her husband thoughfully plans a strategy to escape
the dark occurrence- “if anything untoward happens, Banto and our life is in danger, | shall first
press the trigger of the gun on you, | would rather kill you with my own hand.” (259) Such remark of
Harnan Singh is made to Banto who is fearful about her life. She has no other option but to follow
the command of her husband. These torments of the Partition, however, are not the last for Banto
but several other undesirable misfortunes are inflicted upon her when her own children-son and
daughter- too face the disaster. Her daughter Jasbir Kaur commits suicide to save the honour of her
family when ‘turks’ invade the village to harass women. Her son Igbal Singh is forced to convert his
religion from Sikhism to Islam. To save his life from the Muslim fanatics, he becomes a Muslim and
his individual identity gets changed from Igbal Singh to Igbal Mohammad. Thus, Banto as well as
her family life completely gets ruined in the frenzy of Partition which was enacted by the politicians
for their selfish motives.

CONCLUSION

Thus, the present scrutiny of the novel “Tamas’ reveals that women became the victims of various
kinds of brutalities — as they had to bear the horrific brunt of physical, emotional and psychological
dilemma. The characters like Jasbir Kaur, Prakasho, several other Hindu girls and women and Banto
reveal the trauma and fate of women who were traumatically harassed by the Muslim community.
They inflicted their frustration on women’s bodies to win over their enemy and to prove their valour
upon them. The remark made by Arthur Kleinman points out that female body is often used as a
battle field when communal violence breaks out. Women are the chief sufferers of chaos in such a
traumatic frenzy. Facts and figures speak merely about the number of women who are abducted,
raped, molested, forcibly converted or killed in the process. In the literary imagination in India, “the
violence of the partition was about inscribing desire on the bodies of women in a manner that we
have not yet understood. In the mythic imagination of India, victory or defeat in war was ultimately
inscribed on the bodies of women.” (82)
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